
Visions of Wholeness: A Lenten Journey through Isaiah
Week 3

Friends of the Lutheran Center,

The book of Isaiah contains writings stretching over the time the Israelites are pre-exile, in exile,
and post-exile. Pre-exile they come to terms with God’s judgment for their lack of faithfulness. In
exile the people wonder how to live in a foreign land when their ways of life and faith are
disrupted. Post-exile those who have been in exile in Babylon and those who were left behind
navigate how to rebuild their lives and society. Through all these transitions God speaks. God
speaks words of judgment and forgiveness and casts visions of wholeness for all people and
creation. Even as the people encounter dislocation and grief, the presence and promises of God
journey with them.

During the season of Lent we focus on Jesus’ life, ministry, and death. While nowhere in the book
of Isaiah is Jesus exactly mentioned, the New Testament writers and theologians throughout
history have read Jesus into these texts. In his own life, Jesus even names himself as the
fulfillment of some of the promises of Isaiah. The students and friends of the Lutheran Center who
wrote these devotions have spent time considering these verses in their original historical context,
as well as reflected on them in light of the ministry of Jesus and their own life experiences.

In this devotional we join with our ancestors in faith in hearing the call of God through the words
of Isaiah. In these verses and devotions shared by students and friends of The Lutheran Center,
you, too, are called to listen, reflect, repent, and receive the promises of God’s grace. You are
invited to join in God’s vision of wholeness for all humanity and creation.

Emma Grinde
Campus Minister
The Lutheran Center, Lincoln, Nebraska



MONDAY MARCH 14

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast
of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And the Lord will destroy on this mountain the shroud  that is cast over all peoples,

the sheet that is spread over all nations;  he will swallow up death forever.
- Isaiah 25:6-7

Mount Zion is referred to earlier in Isaiah as “the mountain of the Lord’s house,” and in this
passage Isaiah prophesied how the Lord will host all peoples, inviting them to God’s house to
feast and be merry, lifting away sorrows and fear.

My favorite celebrations all involve coming home to my family and enjoying time together. We
cook a large meal, eat until we are completely stuffed, and spend the rest of the day
reminiscing and playing our favorite games. Your celebrations may look quite similar. These
times remind me of the good in life and renew my hope for the future as I see my nephew and
niece continue to grow and amaze me. The feast in Isaiah may not come within our lifetimes,
but we do have glimpses of this feast in our celebrations with family and friends to remind us
of God’s presence and promise.

Lord, thank you for times of celebration with those we love. Help us to rejoice in your presence
and give us hope for the future to come. Amen.

-Karleen Kolar, Alum, 2021

TUESDAY MARCH 15

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take
away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and

rejoice in his salvation. -Isaiah 25:8-9

It is sometimes difficult to see God providing for us. Whether occupied by grief, navigating
this pandemic, feeling drained, or simply being distracted, it is easy to overlook God’s gifts.
However, this verse is a reminder that God's promises are being fulfilled and will be fully
fulfilled at the perfect time. Life can feel like an endless race to an invisible finish line. While
we may not know all the twists and turns on the road ahead, we keep moving forward: waiting
on and rejoicing in God's provision for the journey.

God who will wipe away all our tears, help us to be mindful in the waiting and to rejoice, rather
than race to the finish line. Grant us peace and an ability to see your gifts this day. Amen.

-Ali Steger, Pre-Law/Management, 2023



WEDNESDAY MARCH 16
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom,

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.
-Isaiah 35:1-2

In these verses, we hear that the Israelites, who have been in exile, will now be free, and God
casts a vision that all of creation shall rejoice and be whole again. For as long as I can
remember, I have loved rainy days. While the skies may be gray and dim, after the rain stops
and the clouds part, nature seems to come alive as the sunlight glistens and the colorful
flowers become more vivid. New hope and joy are brought about after the rain. In the same
way, the Isrealites rejoiced alongside the abundant creation after being freed from exile. When
our lives are scattered with situations and relationships that feel like the dry ground or where
we can’t see the sun beyond the rain clouds, we hear in these verses the promises of God
that there will be blossoming and rejoicing, even when we can’t see it yet.

Holy God, thank you for bringing new hope and joy after a rainy day. Help us to rejoice in your
love in our daily lives. Amen.

-Hannah Molskness, Math Education, 2023

THURSDAY MARCH 17
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and

hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain."
-Isaiah 40:3-4

At the new housing development near where I live, I’ve watched equipment shave down high
spots and move dirt to fill in low spots to prepare level ground for the houses’ foundations.
These are massive machines and work quickly, yet it takes time. Progress is slow.

When this Isaiah text invites us to prepare the way of the Lord into our lives, it too presumes a
slow process; we won’t quickly get a level way, a straight shot for God. But Lent is a great
season for spiritual disciplines to level things out a bit, to give up some of the heights of our
busyness and fill in the lows of our spiritual lives.

Over a season, progress happens—neither quickly nor perfectly, but it happens. Like the
houses near my house, our Lenten preparation can provide a level foundation for God’s entry
into all that lies ahead for us.

O God, you long to make your way into our lives at all times. Grant us the help of your Spirit to
make that way straight in this Lenten season and always. Amen.

-Bishop Brian Mass, Bishop of the Nebraska Synod



FRIDAY MARCH 18

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.
-Isaiah 40:8

How can we feel whole when change is always disrupting the things we cling to? On the
surface nothing seems constant in the face of the destructive flames of time, so we try to
control the flame. We burn candles at both ends, attempting to maintain power over our
limited time. But the fire cannot be contained, no matter what efforts we take. The wildfire of
time engulfs every aspect of our lives, burning away the routines and traditions we cherish.
We are left with nothing but empty fingers trying to grasp at the ashes cascading through our
fingers. But there is one thing that the endless progression of time cannot destroy. There is
one thing that can withstand the changes of time: the Word of God. God’s Word triumphs
over time and remains constant. We can find wholeness in the steadfast consistency of God,
whose Word never fades.

God, you are ever present in our changing lives. Help us to remember that even though our
lives are constantly changing, your Word stands eternal. Amen.

-Matt Price, Political Science, 2024

SATURDAY MARCH 19

God will feed his flock like a shepherd; God will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in God’s bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

-  Isaiah 40:11

When I began physical therapy school in June 2021, I was excited to be surrounded by
people with the same passion I had. But, rather than feel a part of this cohort of 60 students, I
couldn’t remember when I had felt so alone. We have all experienced loneliness in our lives in
different ways. Yet, God walks with us on all our paths and therefore we are never truly alone.
Our lives are branching paths driven by the choices we make, but God remains with us
through them all. We are carried by God through the good times and the hard times. We may
feel like we have wandered away, but God is always there to comfort and to guide us in times
of need.

Lord, you are with us even when it feels like we are alone. Gather us to you and remind us of
your ever present love. Amen.

-Julianna Peters, Alum, 2021
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