
Visions of Wholeness: A Lenten Journey through Isaiah
Week 4

Friends of the Lutheran Center,

The book of Isaiah contains writings stretching over the time the Israelites are pre-exile, in exile,
and post-exile. Pre-exile they come to terms with God’s judgment for their lack of faithfulness. In
exile the people wonder how to live in a foreign land when their ways of life and faith are
disrupted. Post-exile those who have been in exile in Babylon and those who were left behind
navigate how to rebuild their lives and society. Through all these transitions God speaks. God
speaks words of judgment and forgiveness and casts visions of wholeness for all people and
creation. Even as the people encounter dislocation and grief, the presence and promises of God
journey with them.

During the season of Lent we focus on Jesus’ life, ministry, and death. While nowhere in the book
of Isaiah is Jesus exactly mentioned, the New Testament writers and theologians throughout
history have read Jesus into these texts. In his own life, Jesus even names himself as the
fulfillment of some of the promises of Isaiah. The students and friends of the Lutheran Center who
wrote these devotions have spent time considering these verses in their original historical context,
as well as reflected on them in light of the ministry of Jesus and their own life experiences.

In this devotional we join with our ancestors in faith in hearing the call of God through the words
of Isaiah. In these verses and devotions shared by students and friends of The Lutheran Center,
you, too, are called to listen, reflect, repent, and receive the promises of God’s grace. You are
invited to join in God’s vision of wholeness for all humanity and creation.

Emma Grinde
Campus Minister
The Lutheran Center, Lincoln, Nebraska



MONDAY MARCH 21

A bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has

established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
-Isaiah 42:3-4

As I was scanning through the Bible verses for this year’s devotional writing, the verses for
today called to me. They describe how nothing is beyond repair, not even a bruised reed or
dimly burning wick. I am not broken, only bruised.

I have felt bruised to the point of breaking for many years. I finally took the extra step and
asked for help. It was hard; I was scared and anxious. I felt like I couldn't be fixed. After I got
the aid I needed, I realized that I am only bruised, and if I keep helping myself I will be able to
feel less broken. No one is alone and no one is beyond repair. God doesn’t wait to love us
until we’re fully healed; God is with us, even in our brokenness.

Gentle God, you do not break the reed or quench the dimly burning wick. We ask you to heal
our bruises and to help us seek aid when we need it. Thank you that we are made whole by
your love. Amen.

-Jessica Sorsen, Geology, 2024

TUESDAY MARCH 22

I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I
have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are

blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.
-Isaiah 42:6-7

Even as the Israelites in Babylonian exile deal with grief over what they’ve lost, God promises
them that this is not the end. God will not allow them to be captives in a foreign land forever.
They can cling to the hope God provides.

In the summer of 2020 I worked as a camp counselor. It was a great experience, and I
planned to do it again. I applied the next year and was certain I would get the job again.
However, in March I received a rejection email. I was devastated. In a moment of no direction,
someone invited me to change my perspective. I applied and got a job at the UNL Children’s
Center, found a house and roommates, and began to look forward to the life I was building
here in Lincoln. In a moment of loss, I had a seed of hope that was planted and then bloomed
into something I am very thankful for.

Lord, just as you were with the people of Israel, you have been with your people through all
trials. Please grant hope to us when we feel lost and freedom to those in captivity. Amen.

-Mikylea Isidore, Elementary Education, 2023



WEDNESDAY MARCH 23

See, the former things have come to pass, and new things
I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

-Isaiah 42:9

This verse is so fitting with my current chapter of life. On December 18, 2021, I walked across
the stage at UNL and on January 10, 2022, I began a new job in Norfolk. So many
components of my life have been changing as I am settling into a new apartment, leaving
what I knew, and jumping into a new job all in the same week. I don't even have silverware at
the time of writing this devotion. The good news is while everything around me seems to be
shifting and chaotic, one thing remains solid: God's love. God knows the path ahead of us.
Even on the days it seems messy, challenging, or busy I can trust in God to show me the path
and walk with me every step of the way.

God of hope, As you work to make things new, remind us of your presence and love. May we
feel grounded and find joy in every step of the journey. Amen.

-Courtney Nelson, Alum, 2021

THURSDAY MARCH 24

I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that
you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.

-Isaiah 45:3

When I think of darkness and secret places, I think of the future. With our present-centric view
of the world, it’s often hard, and sometimes impossible, to see around the corner to what lies
ahead. It lies shrouded in darkness and mystery. This verse serves as a reminder to me that
from that darkness, through that darkness, God calls us forward. God has a path for us even
when we cannot yet see it. I am comforted in my fear of the future because I know that when
the darkness and unpredictability of it comes, God will call my name through the darkness,
and lead me to uncover the secret places.

God who brings forth treasures of darkness, help us to stay calm in the face of mystery and
the unknowns of the future. Help us to listen for your voice to call us through darkness to the
other side. Amen.

-Ray Nierman, Mathematics and Business Administration, 2023



FRIDAY MARCH 25
I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though

you do not know me, so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from
the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other.

-Isaiah 45:5-6

There is comfort in a sense of completeness. Whether it is finishing a long overdue project,
turning in your final exam paper or simply getting through a tough day, it always feels good to
know when something is complete and fully accounted for.

We find this same comfort in the completeness of these words from our Creator. God is
equipping us, fully and completely, as we know there are no other gods for us to seek. We are
given assurance through these words for our everyday lives, and the challenges we so often
encounter. And, we are upheld in the truth that we are fully and completely claimed in the one
who comforts us all.

Creator God, your boundless love completes us. In you, we are made whole. Help us to live
our lives fully present in you each day, trusting in the completeness of your compassion, grace
and mercy. Amen.

-Jon Fredricks, Executive Director, Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministry

SATURDAY MARCH 26
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how

to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning God wakens—
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. -Isaiah 50:4

The words of God can be healing, uplifting, and comforting during hard times. Our world may
be chaotic today, but we have the power to be a positive force in the lives of our neighbors.

We are like eager students, and God is like a passionate teacher. As we listen to what God
says when God speaks to us, we are transformed to live a life that is inspired by God. We can
heal, uplift, and comfort others because God has provided us with a perfect example in
Jesus, our savior.  We are equipped with the ability to go out and spread God's teachings of
love to the rest of the world.

Lord, thank you for the lessons that you teach us through your Word and through our lives.
Teach us to live a life full of love that mirrors your love for us. Amen.

-Emily Donnell, Secondary English Education (7-12), 2022
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